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Preface 
The papers of this volume, devoted to new researches related to various combinatorial 
structures, were presented at the 4th International Symposium on Graph Theory and 
Combinatorics under the auspices of the French Mathematical Society (S.M.F.) and 
the National Centre for Scientific Research (C.N.R.S.). 
The three other symposia were: Orsay (1976), Marseille (1981), Marseille (1986). 
Since it is for the French Mathematicians a traditional opportunity to meet, with 
more than 200 participants, we decided to hold the 5th Conference in 1994 on the 
same basis. 
In June 1990, the lectures were given at the University of Marseille-Luminy. The 
submitted papers were refereed, and most of them presented new results on graphs 
and hypergraphs; the subjects of coding theory, enumeration, discrete optimization, 
matroid, permutation, and design were also included. 
No conference can succeed without financial support, and we thank the Centre 
International de Rencontres Mathematiques (C.I.R.M.) and its manager for the 
marvellous organization with which they took care of the participants. The meeting 
was made possible through donations and contributions of the following: 
D.R.E.T. (Direction des Recherches, Etudes et Techniques de la Delegation 
Gtntrale pour 1’Armement) (contrat no 90/ 1388/AOOO), 
E.D.F. (Electricite de France, Direction des Etudes et Recherches), 
E.N.S.T. (Ecole Nationale Superieure des Telecommunications), 
I.N.R.I.A. (Institut National de Recherche en Informatique et en Automatique), 
Mairie de Marseille, 
S.M.F. (Societe Mathematique de France), 
U.M.I. (International Mathematical Union), 
P.R.C. (Programme de Recherche Coordonnee - Math. Info.). 
We express our thanks to all of them, and, last but not least, to the referees, and to 
Brian Alspach, who collected and reviewed the unsolved problems at the end of this 
volume. 
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